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Abstract 
The aim of this study is the attitudes of undergraduate student’s towards English language and also whether 
there are any significant meanings between their gender, nationality and the departments which they study 
in. The instrument used to gather information is a scale developed by researchers. A general research model 
was taken place in order to reach to our sources. The scale used in this study is to measure the attitudes 
towards English (reliability: 0.91) and a personal information form. The views and advice of experts were 
given for the validity of the used scale. Together with this, the students who participated were from the 
Near East University, from the departments of CEIT (Computer Education and Information Technologies) 
and Nursing (N=161). To gather the data the t-test technique was used. According to the result of the 
gathered information, there was no significant meaning between the students’ attitudes towards English 
regarding their gender, nationality and the departments which they study in. 
© 2009 Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
Communication plays an important role in our lives. This can be through various sources; whether through technological 
devices or face to face. The language used to communicate is also important. A mutual language should used. The main factor in 
being able to communicate and exchange communication is language that is used. This is where the initial foundation in 
communication begins to build scaffoldings. The language which is initially used is your mother tongue. Reading writings of 
other foreign languages predicts us from being able to communicate with others of a foreign language. Learning a new language 
and being able to communicate in that of a new language is a new scope in our lives and a merit that will live with us throughout 
our whole life. From the past to present and future the mutual language used to help communication is English. English is an 
international language which helps us communicate in different situations for various reasons. As mentioned before, English 
Language is used in different situations depending on your objectives. Nowadays, English terminology plays an important role in 
professions. Occupational English has a widespread which strengthens communication amongst those of the same field. Learning 
English for occupational reasons develops your learning in English unconsciously. This form of English is not only for present 
use, but preparation for the future too. Moreover, with the developing of technology, there is a necessity in communication with 
others of a foreign language. The learning of a foreign language is a combination of necessities such as: cognitive, affective and 
psycho-motor. There is an increase in researches based on learning a foreign language through negative or positive factors. 
Especially researches which are based on the attitudes in learning a foreign language that aim to successes and the factors which 
affect these attitudes.  According to ùimúek (2000), attitude can be classified as: “an individual’s personal preferences and 
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choices under certain circumstances”. These inclinations are difficult to be explained through words, but to observe an 
individual’s attitude towards a particular topic may not be so difficult. In addition, attitudes can not be transformed into behavior, 
but it may guide you to these behaviors, for example, an individual choosing to listen to classical music. Moreover, people have 
negative attitudes towards snakes mean that; these people incline to keep away from them (ùimúek and others, 2006). In addition, 
Oppenheim, generally defines attitude as; “an individuals reaction towards a stimulation whether negative or positive” 
(Berbero÷lu, 1990). The reason of the importance of attitudes in the field of education is the fact that, students’ personal attitudes 
may affect their success in their future academic lives. “The student’s topic, school, teacher and similar elements has an affect 
and will show an increase in their success” (Açıkgöz, 1992). For the student to be able to learn new knowledge, firstly they need 
to be open to new things in life and want to learn new things too. According to what Bloom stated; the meaningful correlation 
between the meanings of success of attitudes is as important as cognitive behavior (Bloom, 1995). 
1.1. The aim of the research 
The aim of this research is to find out the attitudes of information technologies and nursing students point of views on foreign
language learning. 
The research concentrated on answering the following questions: 
1) Are there any differences between the attitudes of students according to their gender? 
2) Are there any differences between the attitudes of students according to their nationality? 
3) Are there any differences between the attitudes of students according to their departments? 
2. Method 
2.1. Participants  
The students who participated in the study consisted of 161 undergraduate learners. The participants are students attending the 
NEU in North Cyprus from the departments of Nursing and CEIT (Computer Education and Information Technology). The study 
was conducted during the fall term 2008 – 2009.  
61% students participated from the department of Nursing and 86% students participated from the department of CEIT 
(Computer Education and Information Technology).  
2.2. Instruments 
The researches data were collected through a personal information form and a scale used for the attitudes of students’ towards 
English. The information gathered from the personal information form included; gender, nationality and departments which the 
students study in. On the other hand, the point of views towards English was shown through a scale which measured the students’ 
attitudes. On the likert scale there were 30 statements. The scales reliability value was calculated as 0, 91. These respondents 
rated each item as; “strongly agree”, “agree”, “undecided”, “disagree” and “strongly disagree”.   
2.3. Data analysis 
Data was collected using a questionnaire. SPSS 11.0 was used to analyze and interpret the collected data. T-test Analysis was 
used during the analysis process. 
3. Results 
3.1. Attitudes towards English based upon gender 
According to Table 1, the average of female students were (X=84.18, SS=13.55) and the average of male students were 
(X=83.90, SS=9.64). According to the results of this data, it can be seen that there is no significance difference between the 
students according to their gender. 
Table  1. Gender
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Gender 
N 
_ 
X
ss t p 
Level of 
significance 
Female 
Male 
61 
86 
84,18 
83,90 
13,55 
9,64 
,135 ,893 
P>0,5 
As can be seen on Table 2, TRNC nationality students average were measured as (X=82.84, SS=11.48) and those of other nationalities were resulted as 
(X=85.09, SS=11.48). According to these results, the average points show no significance of those students of other nationality (p=233, p>0.05). 
Table 2. Nationality
Nationality 
N 
_ 
X
ss t p 
Level of 
significance 
North Cyprus 
Other  
70 
77 
82,84 
85,09 
11,24 
11,48 
-1,198 ,233 
p>0,5 
The average of the students who participated from the department of Nursing were (X=83.34, SS=13.39) and the students who participated from the 
departments of CEIT were (X=83.79, SS=9.80). Students who study from different departments show that there were no significance in the average over view 
(p=.784, p>0.05).  
Table 3. Department
Department 
N 
_ 
X
ss t p 
Level of 
significance 
Nursing 
CEIT 
61 
86 
84,34 
83,79 
13,39 
9,80 
,275 ,784 
p>0,5 
4. Conclusion and Suggestions 
As a result, the attitudes of students towards English with regards to their gender, nationality and department which they study 
in show that they were not effected in any way. For a result like this to be put forward shows that when the student enters a 
university entrance examination the choices which they make are numerical, therefore it can be thought that this is the reason 
why in both Nursing and CEIT departments there are no significant differences. 
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